Just Foot Soldiers 


India #1                                                                                                                                                    July 2010 in 

Greetings from Secunderabad, India.  
This is the sister city to Hyderabad, in Andra Pradesh.  Hyderabad is the sixth largest city in India.  Secunderabad is a mixing pot of varied cultures.  It was under the direct rule of the British until 1948.
In the short time that we’ve been here we’ve seen God working in remarkable ways.  We have spent most of the week with Pastor Lee Ruud, his wife Praveena and their son John.  Lee has taken us to a number of feeding centers that are sponsored by a program here in India called “Charlie’s Lunch.” Approximately 50 children are fed delicious meals twice a week at these centers.  Local pastors partner with “Charlie’s Lunch” so these kids are taught about Jesus.  The first feeding center that we visited was about an hour outside the city, located in a rock-crushing colony where people make a living by manually breaking rocks into various sizes. Entire families move to the father’s work location so they can remain living together.  
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Drugs, alcohol and prostitution are rampant in these areas. The children performed many dances and songs, quoted scriptures they had memorized, listened to a message that Steve gave and were then invited to share the meal that a hired cook, local women and the pastor’s wife had prepared. 
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The women that volunteer to help are also given a meal.  Through these programs many have been introduced to the gospel and accepted Christ.  As we all joined together to pray for the many needs and requests we were delighted to see a Muslim man with a serious drinking problem completely transformed and accept Christ on the spot!   

[image: image3.jpg]



We also visited the ALC orphanage/home run by the Ruud’s that provide everything necessary for 13 or 14 children.  While the children were at school many pastors gathered together and Steve gave a message on “unity among the body” followed by the 2nd prayer meeting held at ALC and a typical Indian lunch.  
An old treadle sewing machine has been at the orphanage for quite some time, but no one knows how to thread it.  Therefore we spent some time after the children returned from school teaching the girls the in’s and out’s of this sewing machine.  They were so excited and kept bringing out items to be repaired.  The boys hung out with Steve and Lee and performed a few dances for them and the girls entertained all of us with newly learned dances and songs.  
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Steve and I always find it so comical how many people can ride on the small motorcycles here.  As we were walking back to our guesthouse these boys drove by laughing when Steve snapped their photo. 
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He also captured the following family of 6 buzzing through the downtown city. 
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This group of children is also fed at one of the feeding centers. 
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The food here is prepared in the pastor’s back yard 
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and all the kids eat in an outdoor area. 
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After messages, entertainment and prayer the dinner is served.   This woman, Laxsa, is a mother of 3 children that participate in the feeding program.  She was another one of the parents that we witnessed accepting Jesus as her Savior.  
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Here Steve is praying over a boy with an enlarged heart.  
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Tonight we will leave the Hyderabad area and travel by train approximately 320 miles to Nellore.  Currently the plan is to return to Hyderabad in the middle of August when the Passion 4 People team arrives.  Until then we will be working in a number of Yanadis villages with pastors & evangelists from Alma ministries.  We have worked with this ministry in the past and are excited about what the Lord has in store.  

Paper work is currently in progress for returning to the state of Manipur at the beginning of September.  If we are allowed to enter Manipur there are various health & hygiene programs that we hope to share along with bible studies at our friend Benjamin Tao’s school.     

Please keep the people and situations listed above in your prayers along with God’s guidance, direction, protection and provision in all areas of this trip.  We are so grateful that we can rely upon the faithful prayers and commitment of all of you to support this ministry.  Thank you so much for helping to make a difference.  

Steve and Denise - “Just Foot Soldiers” 






