Just Foot Soldiers
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India #4                                                                                                                                              August 2010 in 

The following are a few encouraging stories that we couldn’t help but share.

As we were driving out to a village Sunday morning, one of the translators that came along was telling us that he had been at the hospital the previous evening after the bus he was coming into Nellore on had a head-on collision with a lorry.  Just about everyone on the bus had been injured, the first three rows of people seriously. Bushan said he had been given treatments for his injured knee, but he was back out with us Sunday morning.  Bushan travels in to the area every weekend to preach in the villages.

A few days prior to this, Rufus, the director of Alma orphanage, was telling us about his flight home from a Baptist Ministry conference in Hawaii.  As the flight that he and his mom were on was headed to the east coast, they had to take a slight detour to San Francisco.  It seems that there was a man on the same flight, two rows behind Rufus, who was trying to light a bomb!  A woman in his row casually reported him to a flight attendant, probably to keep from drawing attention to him and to avoid panicking the passengers.  Shortly thereafter the pilot came over the loud speaker and announced that they would be making a short stop in San Francisco for plane trouble in approximately 45 minutes.  Within 5 minutes the plane was on the ground and special agents had taken the man into custody.  

While out in the villages on Sunday Steve was able to record the testimony of a little boy about 6 or 7 years old who was brought back from deaths grip.
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In this photo he is the one with the maroon colored shirt.  This incident happened about one month ago.  His grandmother relayed the details and Bushan translated as follows:  Many people were working out in the fields when it began to rain quite hard.  Everyone ran to their homes to bring in the laundry.  This boy’s grandmother said it was raining very hard and the boy must have fallen.  He was lying on the floor when she discovered him.  She explained “there was no breath in him.”  The people didn’t know what to do because he had passed away.  The boy’s pastor had anointing oil in his house so they decided to anoint him and pray over him.  For over an hour and a half there was no response from the boy and he was not breathing.  The grandmother said they prayed with so much grief and the boy finally came back to life.  After 3 or 4 hours they brought him to the hospital where he was given medication and re-gained his strength, but since that time the boy has some eye blindness. 
May you be encouraged by these testimonies as you see the Lord continues to be our Strength, our Protector, our Healer and Our Ever-present Help in times of trouble.   

On Monday many of the evangelists that are associated with the orphanage came in for a meeting.  There were somewhere between 60 to 70 people gathered for a day of singing, teaching, praying, sharing testimonies and arranging schedules for the coming months.  This was another encouraging and uplifting day as we heard over and over how God is working in the lives of so many here.  Steve shared a message while Rufus translated.  They had most of them laughing as some were requested to act out roles of farm animals.  The women are very quiet and generally don’t have much outward response due to the culture, but this type of message should be easy for them to re-tell.  It seemed to impact them in such a positive way.   

Throughout the week we were able to participate in village ministry, baptisms, and a house dedication.  On Tuesday we stopped at a sugar cane field on the way out to one village. Rufus said they felt like movie stars as we snapped photos with the workers in the field.  The church in this small village was established over 22 years ago and we had a great time together ministering & sharing out under the stars.

As the house dedication took place on Wednesday evening Steve said that every bug in the area must have heard about the party and came to witness the event. 
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Steve also joined in the baptisms of a husband and wife while many villagers looked on singing and dancing the entire time.  
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They definitely make baptisms a joyful occasion.  A nasty virus kept me back at the orphanage on this particular evening and after hearing about the bugs I realized that it was probably a blessing in disguise.  

While I remained at the orphanage I observed some of the local children playing and got such a kick out of them.  One boy had found a long section of twine and a small piece of cardboard.  He strategically tied the twine to the front of the cardboard and then took off running.  Apparently he thought it would fly like a kite.  When it wouldn’t get off the ground, he shortened the twine with his teeth, stuffed the remnant in his pocket and ran off dragging the cardboard on the ground.  He seemed so pleased with himself for constructing such a wonderful thing to play with.   I couldn’t help but think how refreshing these kid’s imaginations are.   

Friday evening we traveled to a village about 2½  hours from the orphanage.  We shared a message outside of the church and I was grateful that the temperatures cooled down a bit after a rainstorm had come through. 
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It was wonderful to see many other locals were listening to the message from their porch areas.   We loved holding and praying a blessing over a little newborn named Suka Mary.  Her parents worshipped idols in a very remote village prior to becoming believers.  They had 3 previous babies delivered but all had died shortly after birth.  The parents said they believe that the other babies had died because of their idol worship.  An evangelist came to their village and told them about Jesus.  
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They began to hold prayer meetings every Friday night with the evangelist praying that God would favor them with a child.  Recently they had a successful delivery and their baby girl has lived.  The name Suka means “sufficient.”  Suka Mary anointed me as we prayed over her and we all laughed. Her parents said that was a sign that she likes you!  
Afterwards Steve and I had a romantic little dinner out on the pastor’s front porch. A huge rat was running through the overhead covering and I told him he better stay right where he was.  This was our dinner!
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Saturday morning Steve and I watched these kids playing on the roof of a nearby house.  Wouldn’t parents in the US freak out if their kids were so close to the edge of the roof. 
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I told Steve this must be similar to telling your kids, “why don’t you go play on the freeway!”  

We have a full day scheduled for Sunday and Monday before leaving Nellore for Hyderabad. We’re excited to be able to participate in a wedding on Monday before we leave and will give highlights of that in our next newsletter.   The time here in Nellore has gone by so quickly.  As they say, “time flies when you’re having fun.”  We will catch an evening train back to Hyderabad Monday evening and arrive Tuesday morning.  As we begin to help with preparations for the P4P team’s arrival we are anticipating exciting things happening.  This will be the first real opportunity we’ve had to minister with Brad and Jenny both and I must admit that the idea makes me happy.  Please pray that the Lord will bring everything together for His glory!  

As of today, we still have not heard whether our paper work for Manipur has been accepted.  We are hoping to hear early this week, but please keep this situation in your prayers.  Denise’s sore throat is much better so thank you for your prayers in that area.  It has turned into a nasty head cold but it seems that the majority of people in India have that virus too, so it isn’t unexpected.  Depending on how things work out over the next month, we may return to Nellore at the end of September for additional ministry.  Please pray that the Spirit will direct our path and continue to provide protection in our going out and our coming in.  Thank you to all of those that have sent encouraging messages and correspondence.    

Steve and Denise - “Just Foot Soldiers” 






